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Many of the buildings serving as museums in are themselves of historic importance. Even if we assume that such buildings will withstand the effects of expected earthquakes, the high floor accelerations that would result will cause damage to contents, which in this case the precious objects that are being displayed and/or stored.
In order to preserve the artistic/cultural/historical heritage of mankind, the safeguard of historical/cultural/art objects contained (under display or in storage) in museums is of primary importance. Considering the number of endangered museums in the world and the size of their collections, assessing the earthquake risk and mitigating it, is an immense task by any standard.
This paper provides a status report on the current earthquake risk mitigation techniques. It summarizes several projects that have been carried out to protect museum collections from earthquake damage and tries to define future actions that would mitigate earthquake risks associated with museum buildings and their contents.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To provide some case studies for the protection of museum displays, examples from the current earthquake risk mitigation applications by the museums in Istanbul are presented. 

